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1 IM. ii 1, _ 
T heſe things write J unto thee, hoping to come un- 
to thee ſhortly. But if I tarry long, that thou 
mayeſt know how thou oughteſt to behave thyſelf 
in the houſe of God, which 1s the church of the 

living God, the pillar and ground of truth. 


10 U have been already inform- 
ea, that the deſign of this lec- 
ture is to repreſent and expoſe 
the abſurdity, and antichriſtian 
Nj nature of the corruptions and 
errors of the apoſtate church of 
Rome, and to confirm and eſta- 
bliſh you in the belief of thoſe doctrines of the 
Reformation, which have the ſacred writings, 
and all the valuable remains of antiquity to ſup- 
port them; that you may be always upon your 
guard, againſt the attempts of thoſe who lye in 
wait to ſeduce you from the ſimplicity of the 
Chriſtian faith, to enſlave your conſciences to 
the tyrannical impoſitions of imperious and cru- 
el deceivers, and to bring you back to thoſe 
impious idolatries, which are a reproach to the 
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23 Chriſtian name, and contrary to the plaineſt 


dictates of natural and revealed religion. 
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One would really wonder, how ſo monſtrous 


a perverſion of e could ever take 
place, and by what kind of arguments and pre- 


tences, mankind could be prevailed with to 


embrace and ſubmit to a Scheme, which had 


they conſulted their ſenſes or their reaſon, or 
the ſacred records, they muſt evidently have 


diſcovered the falſhood and impoſture of; Po- 


pery being really an impoſition upon, and the 


moſt palpable contradiction to the plaineſt teſti- 
mony of each of theſe witneſſes, as will, I 
doubt not, be fully demonſtrated in the courſe 


ot the enjuing lectures. O 
However, weare far from being ignorant of 


the devices of Satan on this head. Eccleſiaſtical 
hiſtory furniſhes us with a variety of cauſes, to 


v hich this great apoſtaſy from the Chriſtian faith 


and worſhip hath been owing, which well de- 
ſerve to be diſtinctly conſidered, and repreſent- 


ed to you. But I ſhall only mention that par- 
ticular one, which is more immediately and di- 
rectly to my purpoſe, which is the power and au- 
thority of the Church; or rather, the ſuperſtition 
and tyranny of the Biſhops and Clergy, who 
have appropriated the name of the Church to 
themſelves, and under that venerable character 
have erected themſelves an empire, upon the 
_ ruins of primitive Chriſtianity, and the civil and 
religious liberties of mankind. . 
And as it is but too true, that all the great 
innovations, as to the Chriſtian doctrine and 
worſhip, have been introduced by the Biſhops 


. 
* ; 


and Clergy, under the ſacred character of the 


Church, and as the pretended authority of the 
ee ooo WOT OT MS. Church 
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_ enough to do, if this plain contradiction was 
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Church is the pillar and ground of the corrup- 
tions of Popery at this day, 'tis neceſſary that 


we lay the axe to the root, and diſtinctly con- 
. ſider theſe two things. | | | 


I. What the true notion of a church is. 
A”: e LO oy 
IT. What are the peculiar powers and pri- 
vilepes ien invented wil” hn tnn noe enger 


”Tis to the firſt of theſe I am confined. The 


ſecond will be treated of diſtinctly by a very a- 


ble hand, with whole province I ſhall as little 

as poſſible intermeddle. „ 
I am then to conſider what the true notion 

of a church is; or what are the eſſential cha- 


racters of the Chriſtian church, by which it 
may be known and diſtinguiſhed from all other 
aſſemblies and bodies of men whatſoever. And 


here the only poſſible way of forming a true 


judgment, is from the Holy Scriptures; becauſe 
theſe are the moſt anticnt records of Chriſt:- 
anity, written by the apoſtles and apoſtolical 


men; and becauſe they are, even our adver- 


faries being judges, the infallible word of God. 
Nor will they deny us the liberty of judging 


concerning the nature of the church by this 
rule, provided we will allow them theſe two 
ſmall things, viz. that the church may judge 
for us concerning the ſenſe of Scripture, and 
that the unwritten traditions of the church 
are of equal authority with the Scriptures thom- 


ſelves. And this poſſibly we might be willing 


nor 
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not unfortunately in our way, vis. that the 
judging by Scripture concerning the notes of 
the church, and yet allowing the church to 
judge for us of the ſenſe of Scripture, is render- 
ing it impoſlible to torm any judgment of ei- 
ther, and ſuppoſing that the notes of the church 
may be underſtood, before we know what in 
reality they are. en 
For if the Scriptures are to determine the 
marks of the church, the Scriptures muſt be 
known and underſtood, before we can form 


the church are. But if the church is to judge 
for us what is Scripture, and what the ſenſe of 
it, then we muſt know what the church is, 
and what her diſtinguiſhing marks are, before 
we can pretend to judge what the ſenſe of 
| Scripture is. The conſequence of which is, 
that *tis impoſſible to form any judgment of 
either. We cannot judge of the marks of the 
church by the Scripture, becauſe the church is 
to determine the ſenſe of Scripture ; nor can we 
judge of Scripture by the church, becauſe the 
Scripture is to ſettle and determine the marks by 
which we are to know the church. So that ac- 
cording to this way of arguing, neither the 
Church nor theScriptures can have any certain 
marks to diſt inguiſh and diſcover them, where- 
by their church will be of as little ſignification 
and authority, as they would fain have our Scrip- 
tures to be. zj ne oe. 
And by further conſequence, the pretending 


to prove by Scripture what the marks of the 


church are, and yet affirming that the church 
. | 3 


any judgment from them what the marks of 
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endeævdur to do theſe two things. 
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is to judge of the ſenſe of Scripture, is ſuppo- 
ſing them to be both known before they are 
underſtood, and their authority demonſtrated 
even whilſt it is incapable of being proved. 
Once more, if the Scripture be the rule where- 


by we are to judge of the marks of the church, 


the authority of Scripture muſt be ſuperior to 
that of the church ; and if the church is to de- 


termine what is Scripture, and to judge of the 
ſenſe of it, the authority of the church is ſuperi- 


or to that of the Scripture ; and conſequently, 
they are each of them of ſuperior and inferior 
authority to the other ; they are each of them a 


rule by which to judge of the other, and yet can 
neither of them b 

judgment of either. To theſe ſnameful abſurdi- 
ties are the Papiſts reduced, by pretending to 
prove from Scripture what are the marks of the 


e a rule whereby to form a 


church, and yet affirming, that the church is to 


judge for all others what is the ſenſe of Scrip- 
ture. But *tis no wonder, that they who can be 
| ſtupid enough to believe, that a wafer can be 
changed into the body and blood and ſoul and 


Divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould be dit- 


poſed and given up to believe all other abſur- 
dities and contradictions whatſoever. 


But to leave them in poſſeſſion of this trea- 


ſure, I ſhall come more directly to the argu- 


ment before me, and in proſecuting it. mall 


1. Jo ſet before you the Scripture notion of a 
church, and what are the peculiar and diſtin- 
| Euiſhing marks of it therein laid down. And, 
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2. To conſider what are the notes or marks 
which the Papiſts give of a church, and ſhew 
you either that they are no marks of the 
church of Chriſt at all; or if they are, yet 
that they are notes or characters which do not 
belong to the church of Rome. 


1. I am to ſet before you the Scripture notion 
of a church,and to give you the peculiar and di- 
ſtinguiſhing marks or notes of it, as” there laid 
down., The original word 4an9i-, which we ren- 
der church, denotes in general an aſſembly of 
people called or met together, either upon civil 
or ſacred occaſions. Thus the town-clerk of E- 
Pheſus tells the Epheſians, that the law was open, 
and they might determine their cauſes in a lawful. 
aſſembly. Hence the ſame word is applied to any 
number of perſons, more or leſs, who embraced 
the doGrine of the Goſpel, as preach'd to them 
by the Apoſtles, and worſhipped God in the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt. Thus the firſt conyerts 
at Feruſalem, who conliſted of about 3000 
perſons, are expreſly called the church, be- 
cauſe they were an aſſembly or congregation 
of Chriſtians. And when afterwards the 
Apoſtles preach'd the Goſpel in other cities 
| befides Jeruſalem, the number of converts in 
each of thoſe places conſtituted a diſtinct 


Chriſtian church or congregation, each inde- . 
pendant of the other as to all things, their 


common faith and worſhip as Chriſtians only 

| excepted. Thus we read of the church at 
Antioch, Corinth, Epheſus, and other places, 
ws FW 

Acts xix. 39. Adds il. 47. 


place where Chriſtians met for worſhip. VV ben 
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ind of the churches of Galatia and Macedonia; 
i. e. the ſeveral diſtinct congregations of Chri- 
ſtians in the ſeveral cities of thoſe provinces. 
Vea when the number of converts in any place 
did not extend beyond the branches of any one 
particular houſe or family, thoſe converts, tho? 
tew in number, are alſo called a church. Thus 
we read of the church at Priſcilla's houſe, in 


the houſe of Nymphas, and with Philemon. And 


as all particular churches or congregations of 
Chriſtians wherever planted, were united in 
one common faith and worſhip, under Jeſus _ 
Chrift their common Lord and head ; as they 
were congregations gathered in his name, and 
profeſling a religion of his appointment; as they 
were all ſubjects of his kingdom, and govern- 


ed by one body of laws: Hence the whole num- 


ber of Chriſtians, whereſoever they dwelt, are 


| alſo denoted by the ſame word, church or con- 
| gregation ; becauſe though, as to themſelves, 
| they were particular independant aſſemblies, 
yet conſider'd in their relation to Chriſt, their 
common head, they were all one body, under 


his eſpecial influence, protection, and govern- 
ment. In this ſenſe St. Pau! uſes the word 
church, when he tells us, that God hath put 
all things under Chriſt's feet, and gave him to be 
head over all things to the church, which is his 


q body. And this is all the ſenſes in which the 


word Zuuzncia or church is uſed in Scripture, 
except only once, where it ſeems to denote the 
B ye 


0 Eph. i. 22, 22, = 
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ye come together in the church, ſays St. Paul, I 
hear there are diviſions amongſt you, which he 
explains a verſe or two after, When ye come 
together in one place. In other ſenſes the word 
is not uſed in the whole New Teſtament. _ 
And Jobſerve this principally for this reaſon, 
becauſe though the Clergy have oftentimes ap- 
propriated to themſelves the name of the 
church, excluſive of the Chriſtian people, yet 
they are never once called by this ſacred name 
in the holy Scriptures. Yea | find that the 
_ Chriſtian laity are ſtiled the church by way of 
diſtinction from thoſe, who had any particular 
charge or office in it. Thus when Paul and 
Barnabas came to Jeruſalem, they were receiy- 
ed of the Church, and of the Apoſiles and El- 
ders; and when the famous decree was ſent to 
Antioch, * the Apoſtles, Elders and whole Church 
ſent it by meſſengers of their own. From 
which paſſages it appears; that the Chriſtian % 
laity are properly and truly the Church of 
Chriſt, in the Scripture ſenſe of the word ; and 
that neither Apoſtles, nor Biſhops, nor Elders 
are any otherwiſe to be conſider'd, or own'd as 
the church, than as they are united with the 
body of Chriſtians in the ſame common faith, 
profeſſion and hope. „ CE 
And this Be/larmine is ſo very ſenſible of, that | 
though he produces the words of my Text, The 
church the pillar and ground of truth, as a proof 
that the Clergy in a general Council cannot 
err; yet he doth it, not by aſſerting that ir 
SGD 0 EE wor 
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word Church ſignifies the Clergy or Biſhops, but 
that the whole authority of the Church or 
Chriſtian people exiſts forma/ly only in the 
Prelates, even as the light of the whole body 
is formally in the head; the good Cardinal ta- 
king it for granted that all the Chriſtian peo- 
ple are ſtark blind, and thence ſhrewdly infer- 
ring that they are obliged to ſee with his, and 
his brethrens eyes. ENG 
But as 'tis one part of the character of a 
zood proteſtant not to renounce the teſtimony 
of his ſenſes, nor to truſt to other perſons eye- 
ſight whilſt he has eyes of his own, ſo we can 
evidently diſcern that this, and many other ſuch 
3 Texts prove nothing about the Clergy's infalli- 
3 bility; but that if zhe church is declar'd by St. 
Paul to be the pillar and ground of truth, this 
refers to the body of Chriſtians profeſſing, main- 
taining, and Holding forth the true faith of Chriſt, 
and not to their Biſhops and Paſtors in contra- 


diſtinction to them, Though I think the more 


probable interpretation is, that he pillar and 
ground of truth relates to Timothy himſelf and 
not to the church. The direction to Timothy 
was, how to behave himſelf in the houſe of God: 
And the advice, which theApoſtle gives him, was 
ſuitable to this repreſentation of the church, via. 
he was to behave as one who was a pillar in, or 
Foundation of that houſe ; which Timothy pro- 
perly was, as an Evangeliſt and Prophet, and 
done who received his inſtructions immediately 
Re ES oo om 


8 Tota auctoritas eccleſiæ formaliter non eſt niſi in præ- 
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from an inſ pired Apoſtle, and was himſelf fa- 
vour'd with ſome'extraordinary gifts of the holy 
Spirit. And what confirms this ſenſe is, that St. 


Paul, ſpeaking of James and John and Peter, 


purpoſe. 


lays, they ſeemed to A e And indeed this 
character of pillars is frequently applied by the 
primitive writers to the Apoſtles, as I could 


eaſily ſhew, were it not foreign to the preſent 


But not to inſiſt on this, you plainly ec 


from what I haye ſaid, that according to Scrip- 


ture, every particular congregation of Chriſti- 
ans is a diſtinct and proper church; and that 
the catholick or univerſal church conſiſts of all 
the ſeyeral congregations of Chriſtians through- 


out the world, who all together conſtitute that 
one body, of which Chriſt is the proper head 
and governour ; and that therefore theClergy's 
aſſuming and appropriating this name to them- 
elves, is an uſurpation of that honour and pri- 


vilege which Chriſt hath conferr'd on you; 


on you, fellow Proteſtants, whom he hath pur- 


chaſed with his blond; in whom ye are a choſen 
generation, a royal priefthood, an holy nation, 
And a peculiar people; that true church of the liv- 


ing God, built upon the foundation of the Apo- 


Fe and Prophets, Teſus Chriſt binjelf being the | 


chief corner ſtone. And this is | 

1. One eſſential and unalterable mark or note 
of a Chriſtian church or congregation ;. viz. the 
conſtant and firm adherence of all the members 


of it to Jeſus Chriſt, as the common Head and 
Lord and Saviour of Chriſtians, and the ſub- | 
mitting themſelves wholly and intirely to his 


influence 


Sal. ii. 9. 
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influence and direction; even as the members 
of a natural body are guided and acted by its 
natural head. For we being many are one body 
in Chriſt, and God hath given him“ fo be head 
over all things to the church, which is his body, 
the fullneſs of bim who filleth all in alt. 
And this I rather obſerve, becauſe Bellar- 
mine thus defines the church: That 'tis an aſ- 
ſembly off men, profeſſing the ſame Chriſtian 
faith, under the government of lawful paſtors, 
and particularly the Roman Pentiff, the only 
Vicar of Chriſt upon earth, But could the Car- 
dinal imagine, that this would be taken for 
granted without proof? Or that any one, who 
had ever read the New Teſtament, would pre- 
fer the Pope, who is never once mentioned in 
it, to the Son of God himſelf, who is expreſry 
declared to be the church's head? 7” 
No: The vicarious power of the Roman Pon- | 
tiff is a thing abſolutely unknown to the Sacred 
_ Writings. Tis a ſacrilegious uſurpation of that 
lupreme authority, with which God the Father 
hath inveſted his only Son, to whom only out 
ſubmiſſion is due in the great concern of religi- 
on, and eternal ſalvation, in oppoſition to the _ } 
claims of all others, who would exclude him 
from the government of his church, or ſhare 
with him in his legiſlative power. Neither be ye 
called maſters, for one is your maſter, evenChriff ", 
GE EL ond 
* Eph. i. 22, 23. = oe ng eo oY 
Eccleſiam veram eſſe cœtum hominum ejuſdem Chri- 
ſtianæ fidei profeſſione - colligatum, ſub regimine legitimo- 
rum paſtorum, ac præcipue unius Chriſti in terris Vicarii, 


Romani pontificis. Tom. II. c. ii. 
Matth. xxiii. 10. | 


a 1 2 


are the words of our Lord himſelf to his diſci- 
ples. And St. Paul) tells the Ephefians, © that 
God had raiſed Chriſt from the dead, and ſet him 
at his own right land, and hath put all things 
under his feet, and gave him to be head over all 
things to the church: Head, as Governor and 
Lord, to appoint the laws of his ſpiritual king- 
dom, the doctrines his people are to believe, the 
form of worſhip they are to obſerve, and the 
terms of communion and Chriſtian ſalvation, 
by which all the members of his church are to 
be finally and eternally determined. 
And as he ſent out his Apoſtles, in his name, 
and as his witneſſes, and under the conduct of 
his infallible Spirit, to preach his religion in the 
world; their teſtimony is the teſtimony of Chriſt, 
and to receive their goſpel and doctrine is to 
receive and ſubmit to Chriſt himſelf, as head 
and legiſlator in the church. He that receiveth 
vou, i. e. you my apoſtles, receiveth me, » ſays 
our bleſſed Lord. Hence the converts at Jeru- 
ſalem, who were the firſt Chriſtian church that 
was ever planted, are deſcribed as continuing 
fledfaſily in the apoſtles doctrine and fellouſbip. 
G Nov as we have no full and certain account 
of the doctrines taught by Chriſt and his apo- 
ſtles, but from the records of the New Teſta- 
megnt, and as theſe contain the whole revela- 
| tion of the goſpel, all that we are to believe 
and practiſe as Chriſtians: *Tis an undeniable 
—— that we can no otherwiſe demon- 
ſtrate our ſubjection and fidelity to Chriſt, J ' 
r Badu 27 


" Eph. i. 20, 22. » Matth, x. 49 * Ads il. 42. 
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fallible and divine, than by that which on one 
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Lord and Law-giver in his church, than by 
our care in acquainting ourſelves with the ſa= I 
cred Records of Truth, and religiouſly ad. 
hering to them as the only rule and ſtandard | 
of our faith and worſhip, as God ſhall enable 
us to underſtand them ; in oppoſition to the 
claims of intereſted men to interpret them for 
us, and to all traditionary dottrines and prac- 
tices enforced and recommended as of equal 
authority with them. For to argue as the Pa- 
piſts do about the church: Proteſtants and Pa- 
piſts agree, that the Scriptures are the infallible. 
word of God; but they do not both agree that 
traditions are of equal authority with the word 
of God, or a ſure direction in all matters relat- 
ing to conſcience and eternal ſal vation. And 
of conſequence it muſt be much ſafer to con- 
ſult, and govern our faith and practice by that 
rule, which is allowed on both ſides to be in- 


ſide is affirmed to be fallible, human, ſuperſti- 
ties nd erran eos 8 
But I need not ſuch kind of arguments as 
theſe. You are Chriſtians, the diſciples of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and his authority, I know, 
you muſt allow to be ſacred and conclufive. 
Hear then the command of the Son of God. 
Search the Scriptures, * ſaith he to the Jews, © 
for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they Þ 
are they which teſtify of me: And good reaſom. | 
there was for this command, var, an inſpi- 
red apoſtle tells us, All Scripture is profitable 


for 
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for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for In- 


ſtruction in righteouſneſs, and are able to make 
us wiſe unto ſalvation, thro faith in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Ihe letters of the ſeveral apoſtles are almoſt all 
of them written to the charches, and intended 
for their peruſal and edification. And St. Paul 
expreſly commands the Theſſalonians, Stand fat 


brethren, and hold the traditions which qe have 


been taught, whether by word or our ErisTLE. | 
And that none might be ignorant of the con- 
tents of his epiſtle, he tells the Theſſalonians : 

I charge you by the Lord, that this epiſile be read 


unto all the brethren. And the Coloſſians: When 
this epiſtle is read among ſi you, cauſe that it be 


read alſo in the church of the Laodiceans, and 


that ye likewiſe read the epiſtle from Laodi- 


cea. So that the writings of the New Teſta- 
ment were intended, fellow Chriſtians, for 
your peruſal; and without being acquainted 
with them, you can never continue in that 


doctrine of Chriſt and his apoſtles, the adhering 


to which is an eſſential note of the Chriſtian 


church. I will only add further on this head, 


That as far as men depart from this doctrine 


of Chriſt and his apoſt les, ſo far ty ceale to 
be members of the church of Chriſt, and are 


to be marked and avoided by all the faithful. 
Thus St. Paul adviſes Timothy, Theſe things teach 
and exhort, If any man teach otherwiſe, and 
F Conſent not to wholeſome words, even the words of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and to the doctrine which 

is according to godlineſi- - from ſuch gs tn 


2 Tim. iii. 15, 16. : 2 Theſſ. ii. 15. 
| | 27 1 Theſſ. V. 27. 2 Col. iv. =. 
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thyſelf. * Yea, the apoſtle goes yet farther, 
and pronounceth a ſeverer cenſure on thoſe 
who perverted or altered the doctrine and go- 
ſpel which he preached. There are, lays he, 
ome that trouble you, and would pervert the go- 
ſpel of Chriſt. But tho we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other goſpel unto you, than 
that which we have preached unto you, let him 
be accurſed, As we ſaid before, ſo ſay I now 
again, If any man preach any other goſpel unto 
= you, than that ye have received, let bim be accur- 
= /ed.” But thus much as to the firſt Scripture 
mark of the Chriſtian Church. I ſhall mention 
but one more, and that is * 5 
2. The mutual and firm union of thoſe, who 
= profeſs the doctrines of Chriſt and his apoſtles, 
in the practice of univerſal virtue, and eſpecial- 
ly, by the exerciſe of fervent charity and love; 
fince nothing is more evident, than that the diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt are to be diſtinguiſhed as much 
by the holineſs of their lives, as the purity of 
their faith ; and becauſe the love of the brethren 
is made one of the diſtinguiſhing marks of a true 
Chriſtian by our Saviour himſelt. A new com- 
mandment I give unto you, that ye love one ano- 
ther; as I have loved you, that ye alſo love one 
another. By this ſhall all men know, that ye are 
my. diſciples, if ye have love to one another. _ 
is, I confeſs, difficult to judge of inward. 
principles and diſpoſitions ; and choſe who as to 
outward appearance may profeſs the true faith, 
and wear the form of godlineſs, may yet be ſone 
of them infincere in the fight of God, and no 3 
or ono oO. genuine 


*' 1 Eph. vi. 3—5. 5 „ a b 3s 8. 9. 
John Xii. 34, 33. 3 


ſocieties of men,calling themſelu 
ſtian name, who have put or boyels of com- 4 
paſſion, kindnels, humbleneſs of mind, meek- 
neſs, long- ſuffering, charity and love, and 
g theſe virtues, ex, 


E 


genuine members of the church of Chriſt; 
and men, who can judge only according to 
outward,appearances, may be deceived in the 
judgment of charity which they paſs on them. 


However, we have one ſurc rule to go by, and 
may certainly conclude who are not of the 
church of Chriſt ; vis. thoſe who openly and 
avowedly pervert and corrupt the ſimplicity of 


the Chrittian Faith, by teaching doctrines abſo- 


lately ſubverſive of the nature and defign of it; 
and who habitually diſhonour the doctrine of 
godlinels, by the allowed immoralities of a wic 


ked life. Or if thou knoweſt, Chriſtian, any 


who, inſtead of practiſing 


account they give of the church and the mem— 1 
bers of it. For as Cardinal Bellar mine makes 


s by tho Chri- 


communicate and damn, malign and revile, 
and by methods of iniquity and blood, torture 
and perſecute and deſtroy others, for their ad- 
herence to the original records of chriſtianity, * 
and the purity of the chriſtian Faith and Wor- 
hip; thou may'ſt f. ately pronounce them to be 
cut off fromChriſt, to be of the Synagogue of Sa- 4 
tan, and to be actuated by that wiſdom which is 

earthly, fenjuul, and deviliſh. James iii, 14, 15. 
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Having thus conſidered the notes which the 
Scriptures give us of the church of Chriſt, 1 
_now proceed to conſider thoſe which are laid 

don by Popiſh writers; tho? I think ſuch an 
enquiry is pertealy needleſs, conſidering the 
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F to the purpoſe, becauſe it is no anſwer to che 


84 


it a mark of the church, that they ſubmit to the 
Roman Pontiff, and expreſsly allows the moſt 
notorious ſinners and ſecret infidels to be mem- 
bers of it, ſo they profeſs to believe as the 
church doth, and communicate in her ſacra— 
ments: What need we any notes to diſcover the 
church? The church of Rome is well known, 
and the nations that adhere to her communion; 
and all the Cardinal's marks can't make her 
more notorious than ſhe is already; and if the 


2 church of Chrilt and the church of Rome is the 


ſame thing, and this is to be taken for granted 
as a firſt principle, 'tis as ridiculous to give 
marks of the church, as it would be of the city 
of Rome itlelf, or of any other well known city 
or country in the world. But to paſs by this, 
and other things of the like nature, let us exa- 


mine the Cardinal's notes particularly. 


The firſt, according to the Cardinal, is the | 


very name of the Catholick Church.* But I think 
this is direct nonlenſe ; becauſe the catholick 


church is nothing but the collection of all true 
Chriſtians, and particular churches, thro? the 
world. And therefore to anſwer any perſon en- 
quiring : Which, amongſt all who bear the 
Chriſtian name, is the true church? I ſay to 

anſwer him, that zit is that which hath the 

name of Catholick, is either to ſay, that the 


true church is the collection of all the true 


churches in the world ; which is to ſay nothing 


| 2 5 | 2, : 7 queſtion 
Ipſum catholicæ eccleſix nomen. 
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queſtion ; or, that it is ſome particular church 
that aſſumes the name of catholick to itſelf ; 
which is to ſay worſe than nothing, becauſe tis 


to affirm that it is a particular univerſal, And 


this contradiction the name of Roman Catholick 


really implies; becauſe *tis ſaying that the par- 
ticular church or congregation of perſons cal- 
led Chriſtians in Rome is the univerſal church, 
j. c. all the particular churches of Chriſt 
throughout the world. 8 


Beſides, What can bare names prove, which 


men may take or refuſe at pleaſure, with rea- 


fon or without it? Hereticks themſelves have, 
as the Cardinal allows, aſſumed this name; and 


if the bare aſſuming of it proyes any thing, 


they have as much right to it as the Papiſts. 


Farther, there was a time when the word ca- 
tholick could not belong to Rome, but did ac- 
tually belong to the converts of another city, 
vi. to thoſe of Feruſalem ; becauſe there were 
once no Chriſtians but what were in that place, 
the goſpel having been firſt publiſhed there; 
and therefore the word catholick can be no 
proof that the church of Rome is the only true 
church, becauſe the catholick church exiſted 
| betore there was any Chriſtian church in Rome 
at all. Or if by catholick church be meant, a 
church which holds that doctrine which is com- 
mon to all Chriſtian churches, then any church 
which holds that doctrine is as much the catho- 
lick church as the church of Rome, and there- 
fore the mere name can be no diſtinguiſhing | 


mark of that church. 
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The Cardinal's ſecond note is Antiquity, be- 
cauſe, as he ſays, the true church is older than 
the falſe one, as God was before the devil. But 
to this it may be anſwered, that bare antiqui- 

ty is no certain evidence of truth, becauſe there 

are many errors and falſhoods which can boaſt 
1 of antiquity earlier than Chriſtianity itſelf. 
Thus Fudaiſm, which is now mere ſuperſtiti- 

; on, was older than the goſpel, and idolatry 
older than both. BER” * 
And with reſpe@ to the Chriſtian church, 
we know that there were errors in it even in the 
” apoſtolick age, which can never change their 
nature, or be transformed into truth, becauſe 
of their plea of antiquity. For inſtance: The 
worſhiping of angels was introduced during the 
miniſtry of St. Paul himſelf, and yet it muſt be 
4} allow'd to be ſuperſtition and idolatry. For 
F St. Paul himſelf expreſsly condemns it as ſuch : 

* Let no man bepuile you of your reward in a vo- 

luntary humility, and worſhipping of angels, vain- 
ly puffed up in his fleſhly mind, and not holding 
the head; and by conſequence the church f 
Rome, which maintains and practiſes this old 
angel worſhip, doth not hold the head, but 
hath cut herſelf off from the unity of the Chri- 
ſtian church, notwithſtanding the antiquity of 
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this ſuperſtition. FVV 1 5 
However antiquity may be allow'd to be in 
ſome ſenſe a mark or note of the Chriſtian 


b Col. ii. g, 19. 
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church, viz. when any ſociety of Chriſtians 
hold the true faith of Chriſt and his apoſtles, 
which was at firſt delivered to the ſaints; and 
this is Bellarmine's ſixth note, viz. an agreement 
an doctrine with the ancient church, or with that 
doctrine which the apoſtles delivered. And as this 
note is the ſame in the main with the ſecond, I 
ſhall conſider it here. Now as there is no way 
of underſtanding the apoſtles doctrine ſo cer- 
tainly as from their writings, which are allowed 
even by our adyerlaries to be the oldeſt records 
of Chriſtianity, this therefore is the only true 
antiquity: to which as Chriſtians we are to appeal. 
And we are content that the controverſy between 
us and the Papiſts ſhall be decided by this anci- 
ent and infallible rule. But they, conſcious to 
themſelves, that there is nothing in this antiqui- 
ty to favour their peculiar doctrines and practi- 
ces, decline the trial by this ſacred judge, and 
fly to fathers, councils and traditions, all of 


them later than the writers of the ſacred records, 


and will not ſuffer the laity to read them, leſt 
\ they ſhould diſcern their groſs abuſes and cor- 
ruptions of Chriſtianity. However, to you, my 
brethren, I appeal; and now call upon you to 
judge in the fear of God, on which fide genuine 
_ antiquity lies. As Proteſtants then, 
1. We renounce all dependance on the Pope 
of Rome, and acknowledge one Lord, one 
Lawgiver in the Chriſtian church, viz. the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and the reaſon is, not only 
becauſe there is not one word about the Pope 
and his headſhip in the New Teſtament, but 
becauſe Chriſt himſelf ſays: One is your maſter, 
e 55 owes 
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even Cbriſt; © and becauſe St. Paul ſays: There 
is but one Lord, and one faith; and that rhe 


whole family in heaven and earth is named of the _ 


Lord Feſus Chriſt. b 
2. As Proteſtants we affirm that ſaints and 
angels are not mediators in heaven for us, and 


that Chriſt Jeſus is our ſole mediator and advo- 


cate. And here we have apoſtolick antiquity 


to ſupport us. For St. Paul expreſly ſays, that 


there 15 but one God, and one Mediator between 
God and man, the man Chriff Jeſus 

3. As Proteſtants we affirm, that angels and 
{aints have no claim to veneration and worſhip. 


Here St. Paul is an our ſide, who condemns it 


a8 ſuperſtition and will-worſhip, in the place 


before cited; and one greater than St. Paul, 
even Chriſt himſelf; whoſe doctrine it is: Thou 
halt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt 
Thou ſerve. Add to this, that angels themſelves 
have condemned this worſhip. Thus when St. 
John fell down to worſhip before the angel's 


feet, the angel ſaid to him: See thou do it not, 


for 1 am thy fellow-ſervant. Worſhip: God. 


4. As Proteſtants we afiirm, that in the ſacra- 


ment of the Lord's ſupper there remains bread 


and wine after the conſecration, and that they 


are not tranſubſtantiated into the body and blood 
of Chriſt, Here alſo, beſides the impiety, ab- 


ſurdity, and contradiction of the doctrine of 


tranſubſtantiation, genuine antiquity is evident- 
ly on our ſide. For St. Paul expreſly calls that 
which we actually eat and drink in the facra- 


ment, 


pb, i , in 1. Tim. ii. 3. 
Matth. iv. 10. Rev. XX11, 9. 
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ment, bread and wine. As often as ye eat this 
bread, and drink this cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's 
death till he come.” = 
5. As Proteſtants we affirm that Chriſtians 


have an equal right to the wine as to the bread 


in the Euchariſt. For thus ſays St. Paul to 
the Corinthians: As often as ye eat this bread, 


ils and drink this cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's 


death till be come.' 3 3 
6. As Proteſtants we affirm that the Eucha- 
riſt is only a memorial of Chriſt's death, and 
not a propitiatory ſacrifice either for the living 


f or dead. Let Chriſt and his apoſtle determine. 


Do this, ſays Chriſt, in remembrance of me. 
And that all Chriſtians were to receive the ele- 
ments with this view only, St. Paul aſſures the 


Corinthians from Chriſt himſelf, And the 


author to the Hebrews tells us, that by one offer- 
ing Chrift bath for ever perfected theſe who are 


 Jar#ified; and that becauſe there 7s remiſſion of 


fins under the new covenant, there is no more of- 


Ferinę for ſin. 


J. As Proteſtants we renounce the doctrine 
of Purgatory, and affirm that the future ſtate 


is no ſtate of probation, but a ſtate in which 


men are unalterably determined for happineſs 
or miſery. And here we have ſcripture anti- 


5 peaking of death, ſays: Then the duſt ſhall re- 


turn to the earth as it was, and the ſpirit ſhall 


return to God who gave it, without any intima- 


mation of {topping at Purgatory by the way. 
%%% 


k Luke xxii. 19. 


1 Cor, xi. 26. IWid. 
Eccleſ. xit, 7. 


1 Cor. xi. 24. Heb. x. 14—18. 


Far clearly on our ſide. Thus the wiſe man, 
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And St. Paul affirms, that at the judgment; ſeat 
of Chriſt every one ſhall receive the things done 
in the body, according to that he hath done, whe- 
ther it be good or bad; the neceſſary conſe- 
gquence of which is, that there can be no Pur- 
© gatory antecedent to the general judgment to 
Z cleanſe away mens guilt; for then they could 

not receive at the judgment according to th 
deeds done in their bodies. Ts . 
3. As Proteſtants we affirm, that the wor- 

ſhip of God ought to be performed in a lan- 

guage which all men underſtand. And here 
we have not only the plain reaſon of the thing 
with us, but apoſtolick antiquity too. For St. 
Paul tells the Corinthians, If I ſpeak with 
2 zongues, i. e. in ſuch a language as thole I ſpeak 
to can't underſtand, what fhall I profit you? 
And hereupon he gives this command; Let all 
* things be done to ediſyin mg. 5 
And finally, as Proteſtants we affirm that all 
Chriſtians have a right to ſearch the ſcriptures, 
and make the beſt uſe of them that they can. 

And here alſo we ha ve the authority of Chriſt, 

Search the ſcripture. And of St. Paul, Let the 

= word of Chriſt dwell richly in you in all wiſdom, 
= teaching and admoniſhing one another in pſalms 


"Ir... 
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4 and hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs." Which com- 


= mand would be impoſſible, if they had not the 
word of Chriſt, and the Scriptures of truth to 
read and conſult for themſelves. EL 

| Now if theſe Proteſtant doctrines are as old 
Jas Chriſt and his apoſtles, and were taught by 
them, as we ſee plainly they were, it is evident 
| 1 | - .-— nc 
2 Cor, v. 10. ? 1 Cor, xiii, G=26, Col. iii. 16. 
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1 that as Proteſtants we have the ſanction of the 
= -- moſt yenerable antiquity on our fide, and this 
note of the true church of Chriſt belonging to 
us, in its fulleſt perfection. . 
When therefore the Papiſts ſcornfully cry 
cout, and ask us: Where was pour Church be- 
fore Luther and Calvin? The anſwer is ob- 
Ss vious: That the doftrine of our church was 
| in the writings of the inſpired apoſtles, where 
theirs is never to be found; 'twas the ſame as 
was taught. by Chriſt himſelf, whom they have 
forſaken, and whole faith they have corrup- 
ted. And as to the profeſſors of our doctrines, 
they were to be found amongſt thoſe mar- 


tyrs and confeſſors, whoſe blood their church 2 
hath cruelly ſpilt; who had from their Biſhops. 
Mi and Clergy, and Monks, like the antient wor- 
thies, the trial of cruel mockings and ſcourgings 

and bonds and impriſonment, who were ſtoned, 

ſawn aſunder, flain with the ſword, wandering | 
about, thro' their perfidiouſneſs and cruelty, be- 
ing deſtitute, ajflicted, and tormented, of whom the 
world WAYS not wortby, | wandering in deſarts and | ö 
in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 
We willingly acknowledge theſe were our pre- 
deceſſors, even theſe perſecuted diſciples of the 
erucified Jeſus, who proteſted againſt the abo- 
minations of their church, and were put to 

death by them for the teſtimony of Jeſus, 

But now what genuine antiquity have the 
Papiſts to boaſt of in vindication of their doc- 
trine and worſhip? I confeſs that they have an- 
tiquity for many things older than the religion 

of Chriſt and his apoſtles: They have all the 
idolatrous nations of the earth, and the falſe 

| 9 1 prophets 
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prophets and deceivers amongſt the Fews,whol- 
ly on their fide, by whoſe authority and exam- 
ples they may (if they pleaſe) vindicate their 
own idolatries: They have the Egyptian men- 
eaters, Antiochus Fpiphanes, Nero, Domitian, 
and other monſters of mankind, who went be- 
fore them in the meaſures of perſecution, cruel- 
ty and blood: Yea, they have the example of 
one more antient than all of theſe, that we will 
allow them to glory in, even his, who, as our 
bleſſed Saviour tells us, was a murderer from 
„„ e 
Other genuine antiquity they have none to 
plead. Many of their doctrines were unknown 
to, or abhorred by the primitive church, and 
are mere novelties and innovations, that were 
originally introduced by ſuperſtition, and then 
maintained by cruelty and blood. | 
The ſupremacy of the Pope, and his title of 


Univerſal Biſhop, was firſt confirmed by a 
murderer, even by Phocas to Pope Boniface III, 
who perſuaded Phocas to ordain, that the 
church of Rome ſhould be the head of all 
churches, and that the Biſhop of it ſhould be 
called, Oecumenical or Univerſal Biſhop. This 
was above 600 years after Chriſt. And tho? 
Bellarmine denies that this title was then firſt 
given the Pope, yet nothing is more evident 
than that the Popes before this did not aſſume 
it as atitle belonging to their See. For Gregory 
the Great, who was the immediate predeceſſor 
of Boniface except one in the See of Rome, re- 
jected this title of Univerſal Biſhop with abhor- 

8 | 5 „ rence, 
I ohn viii. 34. 
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rence, and tells Mauritius the Emperour in a 
letter to him, that it was a blaſphemous title, 
and that no one of the Roman Pontiffs ever aſ- 
ſumed ſo fingular à one. And in his letter to John, 


Biſhop of Conſtantinople, » he ſays to him: hat 


wilt thou ſay to Chriſt, the head of the univer- 


fall church, in the day of judgment, who thus en- 


 deavoureſt to ſubjeft his members to thyſelf” by this 
title of Univerſal? Who, I ask thee, doſt thou 
imitate in this but the Devil ? And in his letter 
to Conſtantia the Empreſs, he ſays, His pride 
in aſſuming this title, ſhew'd the times of anti- 
chi were at ban. „ 
Again, the interceſſion of Saints and Angels 
is a doctrine of which there is not the leaſt 
intimation in the writings of the two firſt 
Centuries, and therefore it wants the note of 
genuine antiquity; though it muſt be allowed 
to have been introduced in the very next Cen- 


tury following; Origen and Cyprian expreſsly 


favouring this ſuperſtition. 
is ſtill of a much later date, eſpecially as a 
ſtanding generally received doctrine of the 
church. For though Athanaſius was for wor- 


ſhiping Saints, yet Cyril who lived in the next 


Century 


I.. 4. Ind. 13. p. 137. - 


t Abſit a cordibus Chriſtianaram nomen illud blaſphe- 


miæ, in quo omnium ſacerdotum honor adimitur, dum 


ah uno ſibi dementer arrogatur. Certe pro Beati Petri, 
Apoſtolorum principis, honore, per venerandam Chalcedo- 


nenſem Synodum, Romano Pontifici oblatum eſt. Sed 
nullus eorum unquam hoc ſingularitatis nomen aſſumpſit, 
Id. Ibid. Epiſt. 38. Sm 16: SR 


As to the worthip of Saints and Angels, this 
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Century ſays, We neither call the holy Martyrs 

Gods, nor are we uſed to worſhip them. St. Auſlin 
affirms, that neither Saints nor Angels will be 
worſhipped. And even as low down as Gregory, 
in the 7th Century, he tells us, hat Angels 
refuſed to be worſhipped ſince the appearance of 
Chriſt. 5 „„ 
7 Fa to the worſhip of images, though ſuper- 
ſtition had brought them in in the third Centu- 
ry, and though as Platina tells us, they were 
in the church of Rome in the fourth, yet Pope 


Gregory before-mentioned, expreſly condemns 


the worſhip of them, in his letter to Serenus Bi- 
ſhop of Marſeilles." Yea in the 8th Century the 


worſhip of images was condemned by a Coun- 
cil at Conſtantinople in the Year 755, conſiſting 


of 338 Biſhops. Nor was it till above 30 years 
after this, that this idolatry was eſtabliſhed in 


the Chriſtian Church by the ſecond Council of 


| Legats of Rome, and under the influence of 


Irene the Empreſs. „ „ 

As to the doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, it 
doth not appear to have been ſo much as broach- 
ed till the 8th Century, when it was ſo far from 
being received as the doctrine of the church, 
that it was warmly oppoſed by the moſt learn- 
ed men of that age, and cenſured as an innova- 
tion. The name itſelf was no older than the 
tweltth Century, nor the doctrine ever decreœed 

e WT po 
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TL 30 | 
or eſtabliſhed by any general council, till the 
council of Trent in the Year 1551. _ 

And as the ſacrifice of the Maſs depends on 
that of Tranſubſtantiation, it muſt be as novel 

a doctrine as that; nor is any thing more cer- 


tain than that the beſt writers for many Cen- 


turies make the death of Chriſt on the croſs, 
the only propitiatory ſacrifice for fin. 

As to the communion in one kind only for the 
laity, this was never introduced till the twelfth 
Century ; and the Council of Conflance,* though 


they decree the communion for the laity to be 


received only in the ſpecies of bread, yet in this 


decree they own, that Chriſt inſtituted the Sa- 


crament in both kinds, and that in the primi- 


tive church this Sacrament was received in both 

kinds by believers ; thus impudently did they 

obtrude their, own decree on the world, in op- 
oſition to the acknowledged appointment of 


Chriſt, and the practice of the primitive Church. 


antiquity ! 


And yet the Papiſts have the face to boaſt of 


As to Purgatory, there is not the leaſt men- 
tion of it in the two firſt Centuries, and the no- 


tion was firſt introduced by Origen in the third, 


or rather towards the beginning of the fourth; 
though Bellarmine himſelf acknowledges, that 


Origen's Purgatory was very different from that 


of the Popith church, and derived from the 5 1 
Pluatonich philoſophy. And therefore 2s Ori- 


gen's Purgatory is too late an invention to have 


the ſanction of true antiquity, much more is the 
Fo on Popiſh 
L Enf. Vol I p. 386. T. 2 l . „ 
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Popiſh Purgatory too late, which tho' it takes 
its riſe from Origen's is quite different from it. 
As to the worſhip of God in an unknown lan- 
15 guage, this is not only condemned in the moſt 
expreſs manner by St. Paul, as hath been be- 
fore obſerved, but is contrary to the practice of 
the Eaſtern and Weſtern churches, for many 
hundred years; when the Latin and Greek were 
_as much vulgar or common languages, as any 
modern languages whatſoever. Pope John 
VIII in the 9th Century, though he at firſt 
c—etebnſured the S/ avonians for celebrating Maſs in 
> their own tongue, and commanded them to do 
ſo no more, yet upon better information he 
wrote to their King a letter, in which he tells 
him, that it was not contrary to faith and ſound 
doctrine to ſay Mais and Prayers in their own 
tongue, and therefore permitted the Goſpel to 
be read and Prayers ſaid in the Slavonian lan- 
guage, Nor was it till 200 years after, that 
Pope Gregory VII forbid the celebration of di- 
vine offices in this way, commanding the Prince 
of that nation to oppole the people herein with 
all his forces; which gave occaſion to number- 
lels cxuslties and flavghters. s.. 
And finally as to the uſe of the Scriptures; 
that they were univerſally allowed to Chriſtians 
for their peruſal, is evident from their being 
tranſlated into ſo many languages, and from the 
moſt expreſs teſtimony of the beſt writers, dur- 
ing the firſt twelve hundred years and more af- 
" ter Chriſt, Nor could there be any other end of 
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prohibiting them, than to retain the people in 
pore ignorance, and keep them in a quiet 


ubjection to the irational, unſcriptural and an- 


tichriſtian inventions and ſuperſtitions of the 
Prieſts. 3 5 


Buy this account you lee that there is no com- 


pariſon between the antiquity of the Proteſtant 


and Popith doctrines; and that the true genuine 
antiquity is on our ſide; and that their diſtin- 
guiſhing tenets and practices are mere novelties 


and innovations that have neither the teſtimony 


of Scripture, nor the primitive writers of Chriſti- 
anity to defend and jupport them. 


0 6-7. 


The Cardinal 's third note is, a perpetual and 


uninterrupted duration. But this is no diſt:n- 


guiſhing note of the true church, becauſe Ido- 


latry and Paganiſm may lay a better claim to 
this note than the Church of Rome, which ſeem 


ro have began from the firſt ages after the 
flood, and continue to this very day amongſt 


many nations of the world. 


Beſides, as the Cardinal allows in his fixth 


note, that conſent in doctrine with the antient 
apoſtolick church is another note of the church, 
ic follows that where this doctrine is departed 


from, there can be no true church of Chriſt, 


even though there may remain the Chriſtian _ 
name, and ſome external profeſſion of Chriſti- Þ| 
anity. And as it hath been ſhewn that the | 
church of Rome is ſcandalouſly departed from tage 
apoſtolick doctrine, ſhe wants the beſt note that 


can be given of her being the church of Chriſt. 
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And tho' there is a reaſon to think that there 
will always be a true church of Chriſt on earth, 


yet this doth not depend on any particular chur- 
ches uninterrupted duration : For particular 


churches may grow corrupt and utterly ceaſe, 


as was the caſe of the ſeven churches in Ala, 
mentioned in the Revelations, and yet the true 
faith and church be {till preſerved amongſt o- 

thers. And, of conſequence, the continued 


duration of the church of Rome, as a body of 


Men calling themſelves by the Chriſtian name, 


15 no proof that the faith of Chriſt is not per- 
verted and corrupted by her, nor of conſe- 


*2 quence that ſhe is the true church. 


The next note is the amplitude f the church, 
or the multitude and variety of believers in it; 
becauſe the catholick church, as the Cardinal 
obſerves, muſt embrace all nations, and kinds 
of men. But if this be a good note, I am ſure 
the church of Rome can't be the true church; 


becauſe it is not catholick in this reſpect, there 


being but few nations in the world comparative- 
ly, who embrace her communion. The Pagans 


and Mahometans are vaſtly ſuperior in number 


do the Papiſts; and if the different denomina- 
tions of Chriſtians, ſuch as Proteſtants, Greci- 
ans, Armenians, and others that may be named, 
are added together, who renounce her commu- 
nion, the multitude will be much larger than 


the church of Rome can boaſt of. 


Beſides ; if this be a diſtinguiſhing mark of 


the true church, it muſt be ſuch a mark as is 
5 inſeparable 


[ 34 
e from her. But this cannot with 
truth be aſſerted: For in our Savour's time 
etwas but a /ittle flock, as he expreſly calls it; 
and for ſeveral years it was almoſt wholly con- 
fincd to the jewiſh nation; nor can it be made 
appear, t that there ever was a time when all 


nations embraced the Chriſtian faith, much leſs 


the faith of the church of Rome. 


Ihe truth is, the number of believers is a 
purely accidental thing, and the ſpreading of 
the goſpel entirely dependent on the diſpoſals of 


providence. Nations that have embraced the 
goſpel, have had it taken from them; witnel; 


the famous churches of Aja and Africa, Which 


are now no more, tho? they Were formerly more 


numerous than all the churches who are within 12 


the pale of the church of Rome : And others who 


now have it not, may, in God's good time, be 
favoured with it; the church, in the meantime, 
remaining the me, whether more or fewer 


| Communion. | 


boaſt of numbers, and the world a ee to 
itſelf become Arian. But Papiſts will not allow 
that this is a conncluſive argument to prove that 
the Ai ians were the true church of Chriſt. 


Nor E V. 


the F.oman church from the apoſtles to the preſent 
day; a note, which tho? of no ſigniſicancy, 19 
inſiſted on by many who call themſelves Prote- 
ſtante, as necellary to the validity of all ſacra- 
ments and adminiſtrations 1 in the church. But 


nations embrace her faith, or enter into her 


The time hath been when hereſy itſelf could :2 


5 


Ms 
. 


The next note is, the ſucceſſion of Biſhop Sin 4 
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But to all ſuch vain pretences I anſwer, that 
the terms of ſalyation and communion are fixed 


by God in the goſpel of Chriſt, and that a fin- 


cere compliance with them will ſecure men of ; 
the bleſſings of redemption, independent of any 
2 lucceſſionot biſhops and paſtors from the church 


of Rome, or any other church whatſoever. The 
circumſtances of the Chriſtian world, I am 


ſure, muſt be very deplorable, it the validity 
of all admimiſtrations in the church depended 


on ſo precarious a foundation. For how ſhall 


Chriſtians know and be aſſured that the ſucceſſi- 


on hath never been interrupted ? Who will un- 


dertake to ſhew them the chain whole and un- 


broken? A ſingle link miſſing, upon this ſcheme, 
unchriſtians them at once, and leaves them to 


the uncovenanted mercies of God. And can 


any man of common ſenſe, or that hath an 


| notion of the moral attributes of God, believe 
this to be the goſpel ſcheme, or that God hath 


left mankind to fuch a miſerable ſtate of uncer- 
tainty ? Is there one word of this ablurdity in 


the ſacred records? or of the neceſſity of ſuch a 


ſucceſſive ordination to the efficacy of God's 
word, or ſecuring the benefits of ſalvation? In 


vain haſt thou ſhed thy precious blood, O Jeſus, 


thou Son of the eternal God, if there be no vir- i 
tue in thy ſacraments, unloſs adminiſtred by men 


who can derive their orders without interruption 
from thy apoſtles ! Mult the efficacy of thy 
ſufferings depend on the precarious claims of 


thoſe who have no records, no certain facts to 


make them good? Haſt thou made the validity 


ot thy miniſters ſervices to depend on the orders 


they receive from the /pnagogue of Satan? 


4 


4 
5 \ 


Ira 

That ſome of the Popes of Rome have been 
| monſters of wickedneſs, and guilty of the moſt 
execrable crimes, the Papiſts themſelves allow. 
And were thoſe monſters the biſhops of Chriſt? 
Could there be no true miniſters, of the Chriſti- 7 
an church, without their receiving a ſanction 
from ſuch impure hands ? Is it any honour to 
Proteſtant Epiſcopacy, to derive all its claims 
from thoſe who were not only a ſcandal to Chri- 
ſtianity, but a reproach to men? e 
Beſides; How ſhall we determine the right 
when the Popedom was divided, and there 
were two or three Popes together, anathema- 2 
tiiing and damning each other? And yet every 
Chriſtian muſt be ſure from which of hell 3 
Popes his Biſhop hath derived his orders; and, 
which is as difficult, that this Pope was the 
genuine ſucceſſor of the apoſtles, if the validity 
of all adminiſtrations depend upon this regular 
boaſted ſucceſſion. „ 


1 will venture to affirm that the proof of S | 


this is an abſolute impoſſibility ; and that if it 
could be proved, it would ſignify nothing, be- 
cauſe the church of Chriſt depends not on the 
Hnccefiion merely of any order of men, but on 
the ſucceſſion and preſervation of the Chriſtian 
doctrine. Could the Popes of Rome prove their 
regular ſucceſſion from the apoſtles, yet if they 
have departed from the apoſtolick faith, they 
are not Chriſtian biſhops, and therefore their 
ordinations are no more valid, than if they pro- 
ceeded from an Indian Brachman, or a Ma- 
bometan Derviſe. Not to add that the Arians 
heretofore boaſted of this ſucceſſion, as doth I 
2 hs ne 
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the Grecian church to this day; who yet will 
never be allowed by the church of Rome to be 
the true church upon this account. 
The ſixth note | have already conſidered. 
Nor EH VII. 


The Cardinal's ſeventh note is, he non of 
the members among ft themſehues, and ith the 


5 head, becauſe the church | 1s called one body, Oe 
| ſpouſe, and one ſheepfold. But if by the union of 
the members amongit themlelves, he means 
their being called by any other common name 
than that of Chriſt, this note is not good; St. 
Paul having given it as one mark ol ſchiſm, to 
ſay, I am of Paul, I am of Apollos, and | of 
Cephas. And it he means by the union of the 
members with the head, their union with the 
Pope as univerſal biſhop, this can be no note 
of the church of Chriſt, becauſe this title did 


not belong to the Popes, and was not aſſumed 


by them, till above 600 years after Chriſt, un- 


leſs the Cardinal will affirm, there was no true 


church till the time of Boniface III. 


Beſides, the mere union of perſons one with 
another, is no note of truth or righteoufneſs. 


The Pſalmiſt complained in his day, The Lings 
of the earth ſet themſelves, and the rulers tate 
counſel together againſt the Lord, and again/? 

bis Anointed. And yet this confederacy was 
no proof that their cauſe was good. In the 
Chriſtian church Arians have been as much 
united as the Catholicks, Pagans have been az 


much united as Chriſtians, and Mahbomet ans ar 
fo this day as much as either. But will this 


Prove Hs 


LT] 

prove that hereſy is truth, that idolatry is true 
worſhip, or Mahomet upon a level with the 
Son of God? 


But ſuppoſing that unity is a note of the true 


charch, how will this prove the church of 
Rome to be that church? Are there no diffe- 
rences then of importance amongſt the mem- 
bers of her communion ? Suppoling there 1s 
not, yet how they have maintained the union 


they boait of? Why, by violence, and the 


terrors of the civil power: By maſſacres, dra- 


gooning, and the crue! mercies of an horrid. 
inquiſition: Or elſe by keeping their people 
1znorant of the word of God, that they may 
not have eyes to ſee, and cars to hear, and 
hearts to underitand, that they might be con- 


verted and ſaved. And is an union, promoted 


by ſuch antichriſtian methods, a note of the 


true Chriſtian church? 5 . 

Bur how vain is this pretence to unity a— 
mongſt the members of the church of Rome. 
Myen thoſe they call heads of their church, 


have differed from each other. Stepben VI. 
abrogated the decrees of Pope Formoſus his 
predeceſſor, drew his body out of his ſepul- 


chre, cut of his fingers which he uſed in or- 
dination, and threw them into the Tiber; al- 
ledging as a reaſon, that he obtained the Pope- 
dom by perjury. Romanus the next Pope, ab- 


rogated all the decrees of his predeceſſor Ste- 
hben; and as Platina obſerves, this quarrel had 


juch bad influence, that every following Pope 


intrinzed, or wholly abrogated the acts of the 


toregoing. 
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But this is but a ſmall matter. The Chriſtian 
church was divided for near forty years together, 
by the factions of the Anti-Popes, there being 
ſometimes two, ſometimes three together, each 
of them aſſerting that he was the only lawtul 
Pope, and anathematiſing the other, and put- 
ting the Princes and people who would not ac- 
knowledge them under an interdict. : 

And as the heads of their church have been 
thus divided, ſo allo have the members of it 
too, and indeed are to this day. Thus the 


Jeſuits and Janſeniſts are as much divided as 
any Proteſtants about Predeſtination and the 


like articles; the Dominicans and Franci/cans 
about the immaculate Conception of the Vir- 
gin Mary. Others of them differ about the 
infallibility of the Pope : Others whether the 


ſupreme power reſides in a General Council or 


the Pope; the Synod of Conſtance determining 


for the Council, that of Trent for the Pope: 
Others finally, about the obligation of the 
_ Pope's conſtitution Unigenitus, and the truth 
of the doctrines contained in it. 
And theſe differences amongſt the Papiſts are 


ſome of them of the bigheſt importance in their 


ſcheme, and relate to the foundations of the 


church, and therefore of much greater conſe— 
quence than any amongſt conſiſtent Proteſtants, 
who all of them agree in one common infallible = 
head of the church, and in one fixed unalter- 
able rule of faith and worſhip. 


' Nor = VIII. 


The eighth note, and the only one which I 
os foros {hall 


[40 | 


*b N . | | . 
ſhall further mention, is, /an@ity of doctrine; 


\ 


and the chunch, as Bcllarmine obſeryes, is called 


holy, becauſe its pi, f ffion is Holy, containing no- 
thing falſe as to doctrine, nothing impure as to 
morals. As to this note I would obſerve, that 


any perſon, or particular church's aſſuming the 


name of holy, doth not prove that it is actually 


o. For thus the Jews amidft their moſt abomi- 
nable corruptions, ſaid to others, Stand by, for 
I am hetier, than thou; who yet were an offen- 
tive ſmoak before God : Nor doth it follow, that 
becauſe the true church of Chriſt, in all ages 


and nations, hath a juſt title to the character of 


holy, that therefore the church of Rome, or 


any other particular church, is an holy church; 
becauſe particular churches may depart from 
tho purity of the Chriſtian profeſſion: And that 
this is really the caſe with the church of Rome, 
may be made evident by almoſt innumerable 


particulars. Give me leave to mention a few 
RT Si TY 
Ihe doctrine of the Pope's ſupremacy, and 
of his plenitude of power, and of his being the 
viſible head of the church, is not a doctrine of 
godlineſs but gain, and hath been actual- 
ly abuſed to the moſt enormous immorali- 


ties. is in itſelf mn impious invaſion of the 


prerogative and legiflative power of Chriſt, 


ES . 


who is the ſole head of the church, and hath W 
never appointed any viſible head or ſubſtitute, 
under him. Under this pretence, Popes have 
been guilty of the moſt execrable wickedneſſes: 
They have abſolved men from the obligations 

2. of 


IIa. IXV. 15, 
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of che moſt ſacred oaths, broken the publick 
faith, excited ſubjects to rebellion againſt their 


cret murders, ſanctified unnatural conſpiracies, 


contracts, and juſtificd adulterous and inceſtuous 


and publick maſſacres; diſſolved matrimonial 


marriages, and granted abſolution to the moſt 


Princes, warranted private aſſaſſinations and ſe- 


BW notorious and abominable ſinners. I have in- 


2. Papiſts themſelves cannot deny. 


Again, the interceſſion of Saints and Angels, 
and the adoration they pay to them, and the 


veneration they give to images, wafers, pictures, 
relicks, and the like things, is a defiling the 
temple of God with idols, and in ſome reſpects 
as ſordid an idolatry as ever was N by 


the Heathens; who indeed ſome of them wor- 


> uſeful and beneficial, Whereas Papiſts bow 


on, they mult have ge mained unc/ean ſeven days. 
Lea the law was yet ſeverer: Yhoſoever touch- 


2 val] be unclean ſeven da ps. And the man that 
Hall be unclean, and fhall not purify himſelf, 
that ſoul ſhall be cut off from the congregation. 


diſputable facts for all theſe things, which even 


* ſhipped animals to us deteſtable, but to them 


dcn to dead bodies, and even the ſmalleſt 
bones or fragments of thoſe bodies; which had 
they but touched under the Few diſpenſati- 


3 etb a dead body, or a bone of a man, or a graue, 


And yet have I myſelf ſeen, the bone of a dead 
man enſhrined in ſilver, folemnly placed on the 
pretended altar of God, ſprinkled with incenſe, 
receiving adoration from a purpled Prieſt, ele- 


| Frated to the people, preſented to an high-born 


F Imperial 


Numb. xix. 16, 20, 


f 
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Imperial Princeſs, and reverently and devoutly 


ſaluted by her on her knees, as if her Saviour Mt | 
had been preſent, and come in perſon to de- 
mand her {ubje&tion and homage. Good God! 
Is this idolatry, this worſhip to a bone, the re- 
li gion of Jeſus ? Is this the purity of the faith BJ t 
and worſhip of Rome? O my ſoul come not thou |; | 
into her ſecret, unto her aſſembly 1 mine honour be © 
not thou anited, = - 
Again, what is there in their doctrine 011 


Tranſubſtantiation but a mixture of ablurdity, 5 


contradiction and blaſphemy ? The Prieſt he t 
pretends to turn his . into his Saviour"; 1 
body and blood and ſoul and divinity. Pre. 6 
1ently he adores him, and holds him up to the 12 
people for adoration. Then he immediately we t 
devours him, digeſts him, and at laſt caſts him a 
out as an unclean thing, modeſty forbids me to t 
-mention where. | 4 0 
Ho evidently are the doftrines of purgato· © 
ry, private maſſes, auricular confeſſion, ben 4 

abſolution, penances and ſatisfactions, venial' fi 
ſins, and the like falſhoods, all calculated to. * p 


promote the practice of ſin, and render men ; 
ceaſy in the commiſſion of it? But it would bet? 
an almoſt endleſs task, to run thro? all theſe and 
other doctrines of Popery, and ſhew you hoy 3 
they are calculated for the church's gain, and 
to defeat the great deſign of the goſpel revel 
tion, which is to prepare men, by the practices 
of univerſal holineſs and virtue, for the reward 
of eternal life. And yet the good Cardinal i 
ſures the world, that his catholick church main 
tains no error, no curpitude, and teache 150 L 
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thing contrary to reaſon, tho' it doth many 
things above it, But thanks be to God, we 
know their errors, and deteſt their abomina- 


tions, and are as ſure that they have corrupted 


the ſimplicity of the Chriſtian faith, and the 
purity of the Goſpel worſhip, as we are that 
the Scriptures are the infallible word of God. 
And therefore let me, as an inference from the 
whole, =P 3 

Exhort you to beware of all approaches to 


the communion of the church of Rome; for if 


the is fairly and impartially tried by ſome of her 
own notes, {he muſt be condemned as a falſe and 
antichriſtian church. I know very well, that 
there are amongſt us men who allow her to be 
a true, tho” corrupted church, and who derive 
their own ſucceſſion of Biſhops from thoſe of her 
communion, and think that the validity of their 

own facraments and orders depends on her pre- 
ſerving that ſucceſſion entire; and who farther 
freely allow that men may be ſaved within the 
pale of the Romiſh church, according to the 
terms of the golpel covenant. 

And Joy that theſe and ſuch like conceſſi- 
ons may be very neceſſary to the ſupport of ſome 


certain ſchemes, pretences and claims. But Tam 


very certain it is doing. no credit, nor bringing 
any ſecurity to the Proteſtant cauſe ; eſpecially 


as thoſe who make theſe allowances to the 
church of Rome, condemn all who diſſent from 


themſelves, as guilty of ſchiſm, and all their i4- 


craments and adminiſtrations as null and void. 


But let us take heed, fellow Proteſtants, of 
ſuch large and fatal conceſſions as theſe; Which 
e 3 thoſe 


F441 


thoſe of the Romiſo church actually employ to 
inveigle and deceive men into their communion. 
They tell them, that Proteſtants themſelves al- 
low their church to be a true one, and that 
| perſons may be ſaved in and by their communi- 


on. And if this be ſo, What effeAtual reaſon 
can be urged to prevail with men to forſake it, 


or hinder orthers from embracing it? 
But I think nothing is more evident, than 
that the church of Rome cannot be, inany ſenſe, 


the true church of Chriſt, becauſe ſhe hath 


| forſaken both the doctrines and worſhip of that 


church. Her doctrine is impure, and her wor- 


ſhip idolatrous. The goſpel ſhe believes and 


preaches is a quite different one from what was 


caught by Chriſt and his apoſtles, and ſhe hath 


made void the commandments of God by her 
traditions. She teaches, forgive the expreſſion, 
*tis not mine, but St. Paul's, doctrines of devils, 
forbidding to marry, and commanding to abſtain 
from meats, which God hath created to be receiv. 
ed with thankfgiving. Her coming hath been 


after the working of Satan with fower, ſigns, 


and lying wonders, with all deceiveableneſs of un- 


righteouſneſs in them that periſh, becauſe they re- 


ceive not the love of the truth that they may be © 


ſaved. She leads men to other Saviours and 


Mediators beſides the only one which God hath 


appointed, even Jeſus Chriſt, and boaſts of a- 
nother fund of merits foe Fionere to depend on, 


beſides thoſe of the crucified Redeemer. She 4 
hath abſolutely altered the terms of Chriſtian 


communion and ſal vation, and teaches men how 


to 
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to commute with Almighty God, and com- 
pound for the groſſeſt immoralities of a wicked 
life. She hath uncharitably excommunicated 
all who have proteſted againſt her corruptions, 
and is therefore a ſchiſmatical as well as an apo- 
{tate church. She hath altered the inſtitutions 
of Chriſt, in oppoſition to what ſhe owned to 
be his will, and the practice of the primitive 
church, and is therefore /e//-condemned, and 
guilty of hereſy as well as ſchiſm. 
Nou is it poſſible that that church, that ido- 
latrous, heretical, and ſchiſmatical church can 
be the true church of Chriſt; or if we allow her 
to be a branch of Chriſt's church, is ſhe not a 
branch that beareth no good fruit, or rather, a 
corrupted, withered, dead branch of the true 
vine? Or, to uſe Be/larmine's compariſon, can 
ſhe be conſidered in any other relation to the 
true church, than as the harrs, or nails, or evil 
humours in an human body, i. e. ſuch things as 
men cut off and purge out from their bodies, to 
preſerve the decency and life of them? How 
then can that part of the church, which hath 
no vital principal herſelf, give life to her mem- 
bers? How can they be ſaved by the commu- 
nion of that church, which hath no more rela- 
tion to the true church of Chriſt, than the dead 
branches have to the vine, or our very excre- 
- lcences to the human; body. / ee 
Were there any of the members of that 
church here preſent, I would beſeech you by 
the mercies of God, and the love of Jeſus, and 
the compaſſion due to your own ſouls, that you 
would conſider what danger your are in, by 
le | 6 „„ 5. WOREVIDD - 
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believing the errors, and conforming to the 
practices ſhe enjoins. Can any of you imagine 


that a man can make his God, and a prieſt turn 


A wafer into his Saviour? Can you cat your Sa- 
viour and God at a morſe] without trembling ? 
Can you truſt to the mediation of ſaints and an- 


gels, in defiance to the plain doctrine of an in- 


ipired apoſtle, affirming that there is but one 
Mediator between God and man, even the man 


Chriſt Feſus* Will you dare to worſhip 
ictures of the inviſible God; when God him- 
felf tells you, you ſhall neither make images, 
4 to them and ſerve them? Will 


nor bow 
you venture to venerate and worſhip the dead 


bodies and bones even of ſaints, who were they 
living, would reje& ſuch adoration with ab- 
| horrence ? Is not this barefaced idolatry, thus to 


give adoration, though of an inferior kind, to 
mere idols, without any warrant from God, 
yea, in direct oppoſition to his moſt expreſs or- 
der to the contrary? And can theſe idolatrous 


practices be vindicated by any other arguments, 


than thoſe which the Pagans of old uſed in vin- 


dication of their ſuperſtitions and idolatries? 


At leaſt, let me prevail on ſuch, if any 
there be here, to make a fair examination, and 
to try theſe doctrines and practices by what, 
your own prieſts being judges, is the infallible 
word of God. As Proteſtants we deſire not 


to be believed for our own word. We appeal 


to the moſt authentick antiquity and authority. 
And we would have you appeal to, and judge 
by the ſame; and if your prieſts and confeſſors 


refuſe you this liberty, doth it not look like 
ns ſuſpecting 
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written, 


in that church, it cannot be as members of it, 


ſuſpeding their own cauſe ? Muſt it not be be- 
cauſe they dare not truſt the deciſion to that ſa- 
cred and impartial judge ? I know they willtell 
you, that the Scriptures are hard to be under- 


ſtood. Ask them then, why they appeal to 
| Scripture for the truth of ſome of their own 


doctrines, and whether there be no paſſages of 


Scripture plain, but juſt thoſe which they 


quote? If they tell you, *tis dangerous to read 
the Scripture, ask them, why then did Chriſt 
command us, Search the e Did the 
Saviour of mankind give this command only to 


enſnare men into dangerous errors? Or is this 
the only infallibility of the word of God, that 


it will infallibly lead thoſe Who honeſtly read it 


into damnable miſtakes ? Tis impiety to aſſert 


it, and blaiphemy againſt the Holy Spirit of 
God, under whoſe inſpiration it was originally 


How God will deal with thoſe who, in the 


Romiſh church, are invincibly ignorant of the 
Chriſtian faith, and deſtitute of the word of ſal- 
vation to enlighten them, I will not pretend to 
determine. I am far from abſolutely excluding 
them from all ſhare in his tender mercies. How- 
ever, ſure I am that Popery is not the religion 
of Chriſt, and that Idolatry is repreſented in 


Scripture as one of thoſe crimes for which tbe 


wrath of God cometh un the children of diſobedi- 
ence. And therefore tho' there may be a pol- 
ſibility of their eſcaping eternal condemnation 


nor according to the ſettled conditions of the 
goſpel ſalyation; and we muſt, Ithink leave 
8 them 


4 
4 
N © 
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Wi 


and Pagans, to the uncovenanted mercies of 
God, and to the diſpoſals of his infinite wiſdom, 


who will deal with all men according to e- 


quity and truth, and accept every one in every 
nation, who fears him, and worketh righteouſ- 


_ neſs. This poſſibly may in ſome men's judg- 


ment be counted uncharitableneſs. But I would 


fain know, whether the worſhip of an image, a 
picture, a crucifix, a dead body, or an old bone, 


be not as ſtupid idolatry, and as flat a contra- 
diction to the goſpel religion, and as expreſſy 
condemned by it, as the idolatries of Paganiſm? 
Will any then vindicate Chriſtians in theſe idola- 
tries, and condemn the Pagans ? Or allow falvati- | 
on to the one, and exclude the other from it? 


This is judging deceitfully and partially, and 


is avery inconſiſtent conduct. Either let them 


fairly acknowledge, that idolatry is no deadly 
crime, nor declared inconſiſtent with the terms _ 
of the Chriſtian covenant, or let them equally 


. 


_ cenſure it where-ever they find it. 


But as to thoſe who have been bred up in the 


Proteſtant religion, and have the liberty of con- 
ſulting the oracles of truth, for ſuch to embrace 


the errors and idolatries of the antichriſtian 
church of Rome; what excuſe can be made 


for their madneſs? With what plea can they 


vindicate fo ſhameſul an apoſtaly ? Do they 
not willingly exchange truth for error, and the 
worſhip of God for an impure ſuperſtition ? Can 

the traditions of men be a ſurer guide than the 
 oracles of the God of truth? Or can any one 


think himſelf ſafer in a church, whoſe faith 


and 


4 of Wo N 4 11 P 
Ss £5 4. + bt ” 
1 i” 5) 00; 


them in the ſame ſtate as Jews, Mahometans, 
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and worſhip ſtand upon human deciſions, than 
in thoſe which are built upon the foundation of 
che Apoſtles and Prophets? Can that church 
direct us to a better and nearer way to Heaven, 
than the Saviour himſelf? If not, Come out of 
her my people, that ye be not partakers of her fins, 
and that ye receive not of her plagues. For her ſins 
ae reached nnto heaven, and God will remem- 
Jer her miquities. FE TT ER 
But believe I am ſpeaking to few compa- 
ratively, who have thus made ſhipwreck of their 
faith and a good conſcience. Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters are too jealous of their liberties, ever to be 
brought to ſacrifice them to the proud claims 
of ambitious Prieſts, and too well eſtabliſhed 
n the grounds of the Proteſtant Religion, ever 
to exchange it for the fopperies and deceits of 
Rome. You are acknowledged even by her 
miſſionaries 20 be immoveable, and they reap 
their harveſt from another field. 5 


„ 


0 on, beloved in the Lord, and hold your 


Ipirit of Popery, where: ever you diſcern it, be 


ęſſence of 1 8 y, and the two grand cauſes to 
1 uperſtitions and abuſes are owing ; 
and whoever t ey are, that plead for this au- 
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Tate a blind ſubmiſſion to the Prieſt as the duty 
£ the Chriſtian people, they are, Wbatever 
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diſguiſes they may wear, enemies to the Prote. 7 
ſtant religion and liberties, and ayow the moſt 
dangerous and pernicious principle of all Popery. 
Take heed farther of every thing that mar 


give advantage to the common enemy; and 
particularly of favouring the principles of inf. 
delity, and of that indifferency in religion, 
which expoſes men to be practiſed upon by cun- 
ning deceivers, and is indeed a ſcandal and: 
reproach to the Proteſtant name and cauſe. The 
abuſing liberty to licentiouſneſs naturally pre. 
pares the way for ſlavery; and when perſon 
are indifferent to all religions, they will When 
danger threatens them, intereſt invites then, 
or deluſive appearances draw them, be ready? 
to receive any. And it will be a plauſible a- 
gument in the months of Popiſh Priefts ant ,- 
Miſſionaries to ſeduce others to their corrup 2? | 
communion : See the effects of this boaſted |. * * 
berty amongſt Proteſtants! The ſame men W 
have rejected our communion, have thrown os 
their Chriſtianity too! They have renounce! ! 
our religion, and are grown indifferent to all 
And though this kind of arguing from mens 
principles is fallacious and incon. luſive, yet? 
hath a tendency to make unfavourable imp 4, 
ſions of the Proteſtant cauſe, on the minds ? 
the generality, who will much eaſier be perſuad 
ed to embrace a falſe religion, than to has 
)J on ee 
Il therefore beſeech you, by all that is yalu? 
ble to you as Chriſtians and Proteſtants, thi? 
you ee to adorn the doctrine of G 
your Saviour, by being examplary in the pra- 
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ice of every virtue, eſpecially with all lowlineſs 
and meekneſs, with long-ſuffering, forbearing one 
another in love, endeavouring to keep the unity of 
the ſpirit in the bond of peace. Let us beware of 
a cenſorious, dividing, and uncharitable tem- 
per. Tis inconſiſtent with the fundamental 
principle of Proteſtantiſm, the liberty of private 
judgment, and with the genuine ſpirit of Chri- 
ſtianity, which inculcates the moſt extenſive be- 
nevolence. Differences of opinion there are in 
the church of Rome, and differences there will 
be in all churches to the end of time. But 
> whilſt we adhere to one rule, and interpret that 
rule as God enables us to underſtand it, ſhould 
1 our differences in leſſer matters divide our hearts, 
or deſtroy that brotherly affection, which ought 
74 to unite us under our different apprehenſions? 
is one note that the church of Rome can be 
1 vo true church, becauſe ſhe hath no charity; 
160 4 and curſes, anathematiſes and damns all who 
3 will not ſubmit to her uſurpations. Oh that the 
2 ſame fatal ſpirit had never enter'd into the chur- 
ches of the reformation, to diſturb their peace, 
3 to diſtreſs their friends, and give their enemies 
an occaſion of triumph! Were Proteſtants, like 
the primitive Chriſtians, of one heart and ſpirit, 
did they like them ſtedfaſtly continue in the 
4 Apoſtles doctrine, and were they but careful 
more generally to practiſe the virtues of the 
Chriſtian life, the Proteſtant religion could not 
fail to triumph over all the cheats and impo- 
ſtures of Rome, and the moſt ſubtle attempts of 
her Miſſionaries to corrupt and enſlave us would 
A be abſolutely ineffectual. 5 
1 „„ | © 2 Bs Finally, _ 


[ 54 ] 
Finally, if, as we have been informed, Po- 
per y is advancing with large ſtrides into the 


nation, and numerous converts are bought into 


1 


% communion of the church of Rome, why 


{tould not thoſe, who are firm friends to the 
{roteitantreligion,ule ſome of the ſelf-ſame me- 
thods to prevent the growth of Popery, which 
Jeſuits and others uſe to propagate it. I am 
ih onaries who are 

now amongſt us make any harveſt, tis amongſt _ 
the lower and poorer part of the nation. And 
5 amongſt them owing * _ 


well aſſured, that if the miſſi 


to what is this ſucceſs 
To their poverty and ignorance, cunningly ap- 


plied to, by I:berality on the one hand, and . 
| books of inſtruction and deyotion (as they are 


called) on the other. Their neceſſities are of- 


ten relieved by the charity of the Popiſh nobili- 
ty and gentry; they have coals provided for 
them, to ſupport them under the ſeverities of 
the winter; they have perſons to apply to un- 
der their illneſſes, and remedies freely given 
them, to heal their diſeaſes: And being ſubj- 
duecl by the kindneſs of thoſe who thus mini- 
ſter to them in their neceſſities, How can they 


think ill of a religion that thus prompts men to 


acts of goodneſs 5 Eſpecially when artful books 
are put into their hands, in which the ſound of i 


_ Scripture itſelf is abuſed, in defence of doctrines 
chatare acontradiction to the genuine ſenſe of it. 

And may we not here learn policy from our 
enemies? Vas eft & ab hoſte doceri. What 
1thould hinder you trom being as generous as 
ihey? If the poor are moſt in danger, *tis eve- 
ry good man's duty to endeayour to prevent 


their 


F 


ä „ 0 ny © 2 N 
F PLE Ker 9 n 


$ 
«3 
s „ 
z 
: 


T 33-1 
their being corrupted. God hath bleſſed ma- 
ny of you with plentiful fortunes, and how can 
ou better employ them than in the ſupport of 
[:berry and true religion? Your own plenty 


Mould render you compaſſionate to the wants 


of the poor. And if thoſe of you who are able, 


would in the ſeveral neighbourhoods where you 
live, conſult the neceſſities of the indigent, by 
helping them under the rigours of winter, and 
directing ſome prudent and careful perſons to 
make ſuitable application to them, under their 


bodily diſorders; I am perſuaded ſuch methods 
would have their defired ſucceſs, and the pro- 


greſs of Popery be effectually prevented; eſ- 


pecially if Bibles, and ſome ſmall Books of 


Devotion, and others containing the grounds 


of religion in general, and thoſe of the Prote- 
ſtant religion in particular, were ſeaſonably 


diſtributed amongſt them : As to which latter 


article, I beg leave to lay, that if the Gentle- 


men in the Diſſenting intereſt are but willing 


do encourage ſuch a charity, your miniſters 
will be glad, many, I believe all of them, not 
only to draw up ſuch Books as may be proper, 
but to put them into ſuch hands as may moſt 
-"needthem.- . . 


l have done, when [ have only added, that 
if Popery be really increaſing, and if even the 


Prelates of the Eſtabliſhment are ſenſible of 
it; methipks they ſhould be ſenſible of the ne- 


ceſſity of a ſtronger union amongſt all Prote- 


ſtants, and rendered willing by the ſenſe of 
their own danger, to take away every occaſi- 
: 5 e on 
i Biſhop of Londons Letter. 


[ 56 } 


on that may divide or diſcontent them. Me 
arc indeed publickly told, « that any contention 
fo ſhew favour to 0 pe hit the nation is 
2armed at the growth of Popery, muſt be a weak- 


* 


ze/s in thoſe Di 
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p, enters who promote it, and per- 
Faps be the only ſure means to prevent favour 
rem being extended to them in any future time. 
I pretend not to direct thoſe worthy Gentlemen 

who are in the direction of our affairs, how or 
when to act: May the God of Wiſdom direct 
them. But as a Minifter of the Goſpel I will 
venture to affirm, that no time can be improper 
to reſcue the ordinances of Chriſt from an a- 
bandoned proſtitution; as a Lover of Liberty 
I beg leave to ſay, that every time is improper 
to lay hardſhips upon faithful ſubjects, or con- 
tinue them when laid: As a Proteſtant, 1 
think there can be no laſting ſecurity againſt 
tbe tyranny of Popery, unleſs we thoroughly 
renounce all the principles of it, and never 
oppreſs men in any inſtance for their religion 
and their conſcience; ard if the danger of its 
zacreaſe be really ſuch as is apprehended, I 
think all who value the Proteſtant cauſe, muſt 
de ready to do juſtice to their Proteſtant bre- 
thren, and thus render them intirely ealy : 
Hat if chis very alarm is made the reaſon of re- 
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_ fafing them this juſtice, thoughtful men will 
be too ready to fl pect, that tis only a politi- 
cual fetch, to keep thoſe ſilent, who have ſo 
long had reaſon to complain, and to prevent 
their application for the recovery of thoſe 
rights which they have fo juſtly deſerved, by 7. 
** e their 
Courant of January 10. Vw 


FT) 
their readineſs to ſave even the Eſtabliſhed 
Church in the time of her danger, and by a 
long and uninterrupted zeal for the Family 


and Perſon of his prefent Majeſty, for whole 


proſperity we daily pray, and to whoſe Govern- 


vert them to their antichriſtian practices and 


ment we wiſh increaſing Honour and Succels. | 


POSTSCRIPT 


13 the laſt paragraph of this Sermon 


hath given great ottence, and been repre- 


ſented as a deſign to expoſe and ridicule the 


Lecture itſelf. Suſpicion imagines every thing, 
and ill-nature will ſay any thing, and 'tis al- 


moſt impoſſible to guard againſt either. I 


have been myſelf fully convinced that Popery 
is gaining ground amongſt us, and I therefore 
engaged in the lecture, with no view to act 
a treacherous part in it, as hath been cruelly 
reported of me, but to do all I could, with the 


reſt of my brethren, to guard others againſt 
the inſinuations of Popiſſi miſſionaries, to per- 
doctrines. J 
Nevertheleſs, as the Biſhop of London, in 
his circular Letter to the clergy, tells them, 


that the increaſe of Popery is not ſo great as 


hath 


FUSS TS URNLEPT. | 
hath been apprehended ; and yet as the author 
of the Courant, referred to, urges this increaſe 
as a reaſon why the Proteſtant Diſſenters ſhould 
make no application for the redreſs of their 
grievances, and infolently threatens them if they 
do: I mult have the liberty to ſay it again, 
that thoughtful men will apprehend, that the 
alarm of the growth of Popery, juſt at this 
juncture, to which the Diſſenters have been 
adviſed and encouraged to refer their hopes of | 
relief, by the gentlemen who have the manage- 
ment of their affairs, as well as others, is made 
uſe of as à political fetch to filence and diſap- 
point them; if an occaſion be taken from 
hence to refuſe them the liberty of applying, 
or render ineffectual ſuch an application if 
made. The Courant before mentioned gave 
riſe to the paſſage complained of; and tho? the 
obſervation I drew from it may be diſpleaſing 
to ſome, ſurely it cannot be ſo to any who are 
heartily in the diſſenting Intereſt, or lovers of 
the religion and liberties of their country. To 
be cenſured by ſuch would give me real pain. 
The cenſures of others give me neither pain 
cor fear. io, : 


POSTSCRIPT 


| hath been apprehended ; and yet as the author 


of the Courant, referred to, urges this increaſe 
as a reaſon why the Proteſtant Diſſenters ſhould 


make no application for the redreſs of their 
grievances, and inſolently threatens them if they 
do: I muſt have the liberty to ſay it again, 


that thoughtful men will apprehend, that the 


alarm of the growth of Popery, juſt at this 
juncture, to which the Diſſenters have been 
adviſed and encouraged to refer their hopes of 


relief, by the gentlemen who have the manage- 
ment of their affairs, as well as others, is made 
uſe of as @ political fetch to ſilence and diſap- 
point them; if an occaſion be taken from 


hence to refuſe them the liberty of applying, 
or render ineffectual ſuch an application if 
made. The Courant before mentioned gave 
riſe to the paſſage complained of; and tho* the 
obſervation I drew from it may be diſpleaſing 
to ſome, ſurely it cannot be fo to any who are 


heartily in the diſſenting Intereſt, or lovers of 


the religion and liberties of their country. To 
be cenſured by ſuch would give me real pain. 
The cenſures of others give me neither pain 


nor fear, 


